
0 400 800200
FeetRESILIENT COAST SANTA CRUZ 2.0

Main / Cowell Beach - Existing ConditionsMAIN/COWELL BEACH EXISTING CONDITIONS

RESILIENT COAST SANTA CRUZ 2.0
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DURING KING TIDES AND LARGE STORM 
EVENTS, THE ENTIRE BEACH FLOODS

wide, sandy beach backed by  
concrete boardwalk seawall

driftwood deposited by the 2023 storms was  
buried at the backbeach, and by early 2025 it  
developed into a naturally vegetated dune, recre-
ating a dominant pre-development beach feature WHEN THE SAN LORENZO  

RIVER BREACHES IT CAN 
CAUSE SIGNIFICANT  
SAFETY CONCERNS  
ACROSS MAIN BEACH

THE WHARF SUSTAINED SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE IN 
2025 AND IS UNDERGOING RESILIENCY REPAIRS

EXISTING BEACH FLOODING
(100 YR STORM)

COWELL
BEACH

MAIN BEACH

SANTA CRUZ 
MUNICIPAL WHARF

FIRST ADA ACCESSIBLE
BEACH IN SANTA CRUZ CO.

Surf breaks in this zone break 
infrequently to rarely
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Main / Cowell Beach - Future ConditionsMAIN/COWELL BEACH FUTURE CONDITIONS
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COASTAL and riverine FLOODING 
projections
(with 100 YR STORM)

With up to 6 ft of sea level rise,  
combined with projected river  
flooding, the majority of this  
subarea would be flooded

Flooding will be worsened by emergent 
groundwater over the century

Beach width is projected to decrease by 30 ft with 1 ft 
of sea level rise and 100 ft with 3ft of sea level rise

DEPOT PARK

san LORENZO RIVER

Overtopping of the curb wall is projected to be 
more frequent with 3 ft of sea level rise

Surf breaks in this zone will become 
extinct with 3 ft of sea level rise

Access ramps and volleyball courts would 
be impacted with 3 ft of sea level rise

Entry to the Wharf may be vulnerable to  
flooding impacts with 6 ft of sea level rise small organisms living in sand or washed up sea-

weed will have less habitat, leading to declining 
food sources for species such as shorebirds

RIVERMOUTH


