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SANTA CRUZ

City of Santa Cruz
FIRE DEPARTMENT

INCIDENT UPDATE

Prepared by: Battalion Chief Josh Coleman

ADDRESS DATE TIME
117 Coloma Street 4/14/26 0024
INCIDENT TYPE INCIDENT COMMANDER INCIDENT NO. 1ST IN COMPANY
Structure Fire BC Coleman SCZ2600003183 Engine 61
DOLLAR LOSS DOLLAR SAVED OCCUPANCY TYPE NO. UNITS (APTS.)
$30,000 $1,196,400 Residential NA

DISPLACED OCCUPANTS

ADULTS INJURED

MINORS INJURED

CIVILIAN FATALITES

8

0

0

0

CIVILIANS RESCUED/SAVED

FIREFIGHTER
INJURIES

FIREFIGHTER
FATALITIES

TOTAL
FIREFIGHTERS

0

0

0

17

ALLIED AGENCIES

TIME TO CONTROL
INCIDENT

INCIDENT DURATION

TOTAL COMPANIES

1) SCPD 2)AMR

12 minutes

Approximately 3 hours

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION

On April 14, 2026, at approximately 12:24 a.m., the Santa Cruz Fire Department received a dispatch call
from Santa Cruz Regional 911 reporting a structure fire in a home's garage in the vicinity of the
intersection of Coloma St and Ocean Street. While responding, units were notified that occupants were
evacuating the structure with a fire sprinkler activated.

Engine 61 was the first unit to arrive on scene. Crews reported a working structure fire, with all
occupants standing outside. Engine 61 then deployed hose lines into the two-story structure to
extinguish the fire and searched for any remaining occupants. Four additional engine companies
coordinated efforts, and the fire was extinguished while limiting extension. No additional occupants were
located, and no injuries were reported.

A Santa Cruz Police Officer in the area quickly awoke and safely evacuated eight occupants before the
fire department arrived. Without the officer's swift action, the family may have become trapped by the
dangerous fire. Additionally, a sprinkler activated and held the fire back until fire crews arrived.

The cause of the fire is under investigation, but it is not considered suspicious. Eight people, including
three children, were displaced. The Red Cross provided housing and support.

The Santa Cruz Fire Department thanks all allied agencies for their assistance. Special recognition goes
to the Santa Cruz Police Officer who selflessly evacuated the family in dangerous fire conditions.

(831) 420-5280

Rob Oatey, Fire Chief

dl Fire@cityofsantacruz.com
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