
2025 AB 481 Military 
Equipment Report

Community Meeting
  



Policy
May 10, 2022, City of Santa  Cruz 

City Council adopted  SCMC Chapte r 
9 .90, approving  the  SCPD Milita ry 

Equipment  Use  Policy (705) 
(Gov't  Code  § 7071)

• Authorized  Use
• Fisca l Impact
• Lega l & Procedura l 

Rules
• Tra ining

• Descrip t ion
• Quant ity
• Capabilit ie s
• Lifespan
• Purpose

Report ing
A law  enforcement  agency mus t  

submit  to the ir governing  body an 
annua l milita ry equipment  report  for 

each type  of milita ry equipment  
approved  by the  governing  body 
w ithin one  yea r of approva l, and  

annua lly the rea fte r for a s  long  as  
the  milita ry equipment  is  ava ilab le  

for use . (Gov't  Code  § 7072(a ))

Approva l
AB 481 requires  a  governing  body to 

review  the  ord inance  adopt ing  a  
milita ry equipment  use  policy a t  lea s t  

annua lly and  to vote  on w he the r to 
renew  the  ord inance  a t  a  regula r 

mee t ing ; and  sha ll de te rmine , ba sed  
on the  annua l milita ry equipment  

report  w he the r each type  of milita ry 
equipment  ident ified  in  tha t  report  

complies  w ith the  s tanda rds  for 
approva l (Gov’t  Code  § 7071(e )(1,2))

Sa fegua rd
Es tab lishes  lega lly enforceab le  

s a feguards , includ ing  t ranspa rency, 
ove rs ight , and  accountab ility 

measures  to p rotect  the  public’s  
w e lfa re , s a fe ty, civil rights , and  civil 

libe rt ie s  be fore  milita ry equipment  is  
funded , acquired , or used .

Effect ive  Janua ry 1, 2022, es tab lishes  
requirements  for the  funding , acquis it ion and  use  
of items  deemed "milita ry equipment" (Gov't  Code  
§ 7070(c)) in  law  enforcement  and  s ta te  agencies .

As s e m b ly Bill  481



Sa n t a  Cr u z P o lice  De p a r t m e n t  Milit a r y Eq u ip m e n t  Us e
Gov't Code § 7070(c)

01 Robot & Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle (UAV)

02 & 03 Armored 
Personnel Carrier

05 Command & Control 
Vehicles



Santa Cruz Police Department Military Equipment Use

05 Transport  Vehicles

Gov't Code  § 7070(c)

10  Specialized Firearms 
and Ammunition Less 
than .50 Caliber

08 & 09 Firearms and 
Ammunition Greater 
than .50 Caliber



Santa Cruz Police Department Military Equipment Use

14 40mm Launchers & 
Ammunition

12 Flashbang, Teargas 
& Pepper Balls  

Gov't Code  § 7070(c)

13  Long Range Acoustic 
Device



Sa n t a  Cr u z P o lice  De p a r t m e n t  Milit a r y Eq u ip m e n t  Us e

15 Other Specified 
Items/Equipment

Gov't Code § 7070(c)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

1 - Robot

1 - UAS

2&3 - Armored Personnel Carrier

5 - Transport Vehicle

5 - Command  & Control Vehicle

8 - Firearms Greater than .50

9 - Ammunition Greater than .50 Caliber

10 -Firearms & Ammunition less than .50 caliber

12- Flashbang, Teargas and Pepper Balls

13 -Long Range Acoustic Device

14 - 40 MM Projectile Launcher & Ammunition

15 - Other Specified Items/Equipment

Field

Demo

Training

AOD

Refueling

Maintenance



Assist  W atsonville PD (3)

Refuel (2)

Training (2)

Maintenance (1)

Armored Personnel Carrier BearCat
Department Event-  
Recruitment Video (1) Assist  Reno PD (1)

Security Detail – 
W harf to W harf (1)



Santa Cruz Police Department Military Equipment 
Costs

Gov't Code  § 7072(a)(4)
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Santa Cruz Police Department Military Equipment 
Costs

Gov't Code  § 7072(a)(4)

Throw Bot, $8,404.00 , 3%

Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle, $66,600.95 , 

24%

Armored Personnel 
Carrier, $1,783.89 , 1%

Transport Vehicles, 
$846.60 , 0%

Command & Control 
Vehicles, $86,663.87 , 

31%

Specialized Firearms & 
Ammunition < .50 Caliber, 

$35,750.35 , 13%

Flashbang, Teargas, Pepper 
Balls, $9,338.88 , 3%

40mm Launchers & 
Ammunition, $4,669.44 , 2%

Other Specified 
Items/Equipment, 
$64,228.31 , 23%



Santa Cruz Police Department Military Equipment 

Category 1 – Unmanned Aeria l Vehicle
Pending Council approval, the Department intends to purchase two 
(2) Skydio R10 interior use UAS units.

Intended  Acquis it ions  in 2026

Gov't  Code  § 7072(a )(6)



Category 1 – Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle (Page X)

Proposed 
Addition

Two (2) Skydio R10 Interior UAS Units

Santa Cruz Police Department Policy Update
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